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Summary of the Papal 
Encyclical on the Holy Rosary 


IS HOLINESS directs an Encyclical Letter on the 

Rosary of the Blessed Virgin Mary to the Catholic 
Episcopate, and exhorts all the Faithful to practise of this 
devotion, especially during the coming month of October. 
The Encyclical, after reaffirming the necessity of return to 
Christ, recalls how the annals of the Church witness that 
protection of the Virgin Mother of God never failed the 
Faithful. She has been victorious over all heresies; her 
protection was manifest the moment when Christianity was 
threatened by a hostile host of the Moslems; and aid 
received from Mary on countless occasions, in public as 
well as in private calamity, testifies to the value of her 
maternal care. 


DANGERS THREATENING WORLD 


Now the dangers which threaten are no less grave than 
in the past: the world is observed to be in moral and spir- 
itual crisis due to forgetfulness of God; deep dissension 
rends classes of society; on the one hand, Communism 
rears itself in denial even of all right to private property; 
on the other, the cult of a State and the desire to restore 
order and public authority against intrigues of Commu- 
nism lead men to forget wisdom of the Gospels and exhume 
pagan errors and morals. A wave of atheism sweeps over 
the world and threatens destruction of all civilization. 

But even such great evils and dangers should not shake 
the confidence of good Christians; God will not abandon 
His Church, especially if recourse is had to Mary, whom 
God willed to be the dispenser of His favor. Among the 
various forms of prayer to the Blessed Virgin, one of the 
principal and widest-spread assuredly is the Holy Rosary 
which, so to speak, is the Psalter of the Virgin and a resume 
of the Gospel and Christian life. 

A word of justification then is said of this devotion, 
which so miraculously is propagated by St. Dominic. It 
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requires, indeed, a simple and pious mind, but precisely for 
this reason, it educates the Christian unto a spirit of hu- 
mility and that child-like simplicity which is spoken of in 
the Gospel. 


GuArp AGAINST HERESY 


For the rest, this devotion has been practised faithfully 
by men of all conditions, including the most learned and 
even princes and kings, who were happy to recite the 
Rosary every day. Certainly such devotion is acceptable 
to the virgin Mother, as is proven by the recommendation 
of Our Lady herself in the apparitions of Lourdes. The 
Holy Father, therefore, exhorts all to recitation, both public 
and private, of the Holy Rosary, especially during this 
year; and, as the terrible sect of Albigensians was over- 
come by invocation of Mary, so We hope shall then be 
overcome those who, as the Communists of today, remind 
us of them by their craftiness and violence. 

Even as at the time of the Crusades, all the Faithful, 
whether in cities or in the country, should raise up their 
voices as one in confident supplication to Our Lady. Prac- 
tice of this devotion will not only serve to overcome the 
enemies of the Christian name, but also will reawaken a 
new fervor and new virtue in the Faithful. Meditation on 
the holy mysteries of the life of Our Lord and His Blessed 
Mother will light again the hope in goods eternal, and will 
enable us to reciprocate the love of Christ, Who suffered so 
much for’us, by new and more generous love of Him and 
of our neighbor. 


Exnorts FAMILy USE 


His Holiness desires, therefore, this devotion be spread 
ever more widely among all classes of people, and he recom- 
mends it in particular to those who serve in the ranks of 
Catholic Action and to Christian families who, by recitation 
in common, will sanctify their homes and draw from it, 
as from a fountain, peace and domestic serenity. 

Concluding, the Holy Father evidences the desire that 
thanks be rendered to the Mother of God for his restoration 
to health, a favor which he attributes not only to the inter- 








A TIME TO KEEP SILENCE 395 





cession of St. Teresa of the Child Jesus, but also to the 
sovereign intercession of Mary. Finally, His Holiness asso- 
ciates himself with reparation and with the protest of the 
Episcopate and the people of Poland, a nation which ven- 
erates Our Lady in a special manner as their Heavenly 
Queen, against an insult offered with impunity to the Blessed 
Virgin by the press of a civilized country. He then ends 
by imparting his Apostolic Benediction. (The Encyclical 
was issued from Castel Gandolfo, September 20, 1937.) 


A Time to Keep Silence and a 
Time to Speak (Eccles. iii. 7) 


MICHAEL CARDINAL FAULHABER 


Sermon Delivered Before the Men’s Sodality, Munich, July 4, 1937. 
Reprinted from America, issue of September 18, 1937. 


ATHOLIC MEN! I have interrupted my Confirma- 

‘ tion tour. Although I am fatigued from a dedication 
ceremony lasting nearly five hours at the Church of the 
Holy Rosary in Rosenheim-Fiirstatt, I have returned to 
Munich to be with the men of the Sodality at their prin- 
cipal meeting. It is the first time that Father Rupert 
Mayer, the Director of the Sodality, is not standing in 
this pulpit. I am using this first solemn occasion in order 
to declare publicly with what dismay and indignation, 
with what bitterness Catholic men of Munich learned of 
the arrest of Father Rupert Mayer on June 5, and how 
heavily the continuation of his arrest burdens the Catholic 
people. “There is a time to speak.” 

Father Rupert Mayer, a priest of the Society of Jesus, 
went to the war as a man in full health. He risked his 
life a thousand times in service as an army chaplain in 
order to bring the consolations of our holy religion to his 
brethren in the trenches. He received a severe wound 
under barrage fire and came back home from the field of 
battle as a man physically broken. He has now received 
the thanks of his native land. 
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As the laymen’s apostle of Munich, Father Rupert 
Mayer raised aloft the virile and heroic traits of Chris- 
tianity. He pointed the way from the Faith to a life 
according to Faith. He continually urged his men to give 
to the State what is of the State, and to give to God and 
the Church what is of God and the Church; but he utterly 
rejected all quacks and counterfeits in religious matters— 
combating Communism and explaining a just order. 

Father Rupert Mayer was a character of the stamp 
of Saint John the Baptist who told the truth to the very 
face of the great ones of the earth. Long since he could 
have been free if he had been willing to pledge himself 
in writing not to preach any more outside of Munich, but 
being the man he was he could not be false to the Catholic 
principle. “The word of God is not bound.” (II Tim. ii, 
9.) He stated: “I cannot sign such a declaration,” and 
remained in prison. 

The Sodalities of the Blessed Virgin which felt them- 
selves affected by the arrest of Father Rupert Mayer, 
obedient to my directions, have maintained their discipline, 
and I thank them for it. Through my chancellery I 
requested you that, with all your veneration and enthusi- 
asm for your director, with all your grief over his arrest, 
you should refrain from manifestations on the public street. 
Demonstrations in the former sense of the word are now 
no longer in order. We could afford no greater satisfac- 
tion to the State police than to give them the occasion 
through such demonstrations to proceed with rubber hose 
and arrests, with censures and dismissals against the hated 
Catholics, who are now more hated and persecuted than 
the Bolsheviks. You acted according to the mind of Father 
Rupert Mayer in maintaining your discipline and not 
letting yourself be carried away to false words and deeds. 
There is a time to keep silence. 

My dear Catholic men, you will also maintain dis- 
cipline in the future! Promise your Bishop in your own 
minds at this very moment that during my address and 
during sermons in general, you will indulge in no inter- 
ruptions and will in no way indicate your approval or 
your indignation. We do not wish to forget that we are 
in a church. But you will certainly pray for our director 
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in person. You will assist at the evening devotions here 
in St. Michael’s according to a fixed order of services and 
you will take part in today’s meeting as a prayer in this 
sense. It is the time to speak for God. In doing that we 
shall keep three great intentions in our prayers: first, that 
Father Rupert Mayer may preserve his mental poise and 
self-control. It is not easy when you have led so active 
a life—he preached three and four times every Sunday— 
suddenly to be plunged into a lonely retreat; and many 
a man goes to pieces mentally in the tomb-like stillness of 
the prison. Second, that the time of his visitation may 
be shortened and that the door of his prison may soon 
be opened. We now understand why the Church prays 
on Good Friday that “the Lord may open the doors of the 
prisons.” Third, that God’s Providence may even here 
bring good out of evil. 

As Bishop, even before the arrest of Father Rupert 
Mayer, I raised a protest on May 31 with the Minister of 
the Reich for Ecclesiastical Affairs against the prohibition 
of preaching with which he was threatened on May 28. 
This application to the Church Ministerium was naturally 
rejected and the prohibition of preaching was not raised. 
For this reason I turn today to the Catholic men of 
Munich. There is a time to keep silence and a time to 
speak. 

On June 9, that is to say a few days after the arrest, 
my chancellor, with my approval, directed a carefully rea- 
soned protest against the arrest to the Reich Minister of 
the Interior, to the Foreign Office, to the Minister of 
Church Affairs, to the Secret State Police in Munich, to 
the Reich Governor of Bavaria, and to the Bavarian Prime 
Minister. In this protest it is stated: 

“Father Rupert Mayer has really no need to seek any 
proof of his patriotic sentiments. His exemplary activity 
during the War and in the combat against revolution in 
1918 drew from all quarters recognition of his severe 
wounds, his innumerable patriotic speeches at post-war 
military celebrations, his fearless battle against Commun- 
ism and Marxism in hundreds of assemblages—one of these 
in company with the Fuehrer. The recognition that the 
Fuehrer himself extended to him in his own handwriting 
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on the twenty-fifth jubilee of his priesthood is sufficient 
proof. Everywhere he appeared, whether in the trenches 
or in the field hospital or in the pulpit or on the speaker’s 
platform, he proved himself to be a pastor of souls of 
unusual power, as an irresistible apostle of men, as a stimu- 
lator of courage and a sense of duty, as a firm custodian 
of religion, morals, authority and devotion to country, of 
order and public spirit.” 

And this German man who wore the KI like the 
Fuehrer, who appeared shoulder to shoulder with the 
Fuehrer in his battle against the Communists in Munich, 
who received a testimonial of esteem from the Fuehrer in 
his own handwriting is now immured behind prison walls. 
Happily, we have the sermon in writing which Father 
Mayer preached to you, my dear Sodalists, on May 23 in 
this pulpit. You are witnesses how he then said literally: 
“We should never let ourselves hesitate in our loyalty to 
the State. We reject every type of self-help in a revolu- 
tionary sense.”” This man today stands under the accusa- 
tion of being an enemy of the State. 

They will say that Father Rupert Mayer brought 
politics into the pulpit. How often he showed the hollow- 
ness of this lying catchword of political Catholicism! 
The Fuehrer explains in his book, and does so repeatedly, 
that he has no desire to be a religious reformer and he still 
stands by his word. But there are other powerful agencies 
at work which are making a second Reformation out of 
the political movement which, in contradiction to the 
Fuehrer’s word, wishes to root up Christianity and every 
profession of Christianity from German soil. Against these 
Father Rupert Mayer wielded the sword of the spirit, as 
the word of God is called in the Epistle to the Ephesians. 
The Fuehrer himself declared: “Christianity was bound 
up for a thousand years with the German people. This 
fact one cannot just simply deny.” And I add, things 
which have been so intimately rooted and grown together 
for a thousand years as Christianity and the German people 
cannot be torn apart without leaving deep wounds on both 
sides. Anyone, therefore, who defends the doctrinal and 
moral teaching of Christianity in the life of the people 
has performed a service to society and the State. Even 
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from this point of view the activity. of Father Rupert 
Mayer was a patriotic, not merely a religious and ecclesi- 
astical, activity. 

As Bishop I make the following fundamental declara- 
tion concerning the arrest of Father Mayer: 

The State has no right to prevent a clergyman from 
preaching within his own church when this clergyman 
fulfils the requirements of the Concordat and has received 
from his Bishop (if he is a Reliigous from his Religious 
Superiors) the commission to preach. Preaching is an 
essential part of the care of souls, but the care of souls 
is a purely ecclesiastical affair. In the Concordat of the 
Reich, Article XXXII it is stated: “Clergymen shall 
engage in no activities of party politics.’ The Govern- 
ment of the Reich and the Vatican came to the following 
agreement on this point: “That the conduct required of 
clergymen and Religious of Germany in execution of Article 
XXXII does not mean any restriction of their obligatory 
declaration and explanation of the dogmatic and moral 
teachings and principles of the Church.” The State, 
therefore, has no right to forbid preaching to a clergyman 
to whom the Bishop has given a commission to preach, nor 
to arrest him if he does preach. 

In this instance, an episode in the Acts of the Apostles 
is to the point. In Chapter iv. 5, you may read that as the 
Apostles were thrown into prison for the first time for 
announcing the word of God, the Council of the Jews, so 
says the book of Acts, assembled. They were brought 
before the Council and they were asked by what authority 
and in whose name had they done this? And the Apostles 
answered: “In the name of Jesus of Nazareth whom you 
put to death upon the Cross but whom God hath raised 
from the dead.” Then the Council forbade them to preach 
or to teach any more the name of Jesus. But the Apostles 
answered: “If it be just in the sight of God to hear you 
rather than God, judge ye.” When they were free they 
continued preaching, but were arrested again, brought 
before the High Council and again were made to hear: 
“Commanding we command you that you should not teach 
in this name.” But Peter and the Apostles answering 
said: ‘We ought to obey God rather than man.” With 
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the arrest of Father Rupert Mayer, my dear men, an epi- 
sode of the Acts of the Apostles has again occurred, an 
episode of primitive Christiainty. 

Last Wednesday, June 30, I visited Father Rupert 
Mayer at Stadelheim—thanks to the kindness of the court 
officials and naturally under the same conditions which 
affected all permissions for visiting in the prison. So it 
was under the condition that an official should be present 
at the interview and that the interview should last only 
ten minutes. (If only the visits in my house could all 
keep to this nice domestic arrangement at Stadelheim! ) 
With this visit I wished to tell our dear director that the 
Bishop and the Catholic men and the Catholic people in 
Munich had not forgotten him. 

Father Rupert Mayer is physically and spiritually in good 
condition. Even in prison a good conscience makes a soft 
pillow. He has a cell for himself alone, a relatively large 
and spacious room which also serves as infirmary lighted 
by two upper windows and simply furnished like the cell 
of the prophet. (IV Kings iv, 10.) Father Mayer endures 
his involuntary furlough with that iron determination with 
which, during the war, he marched with his soldiers through 
the barrage fire. He bears this time of silence with that 
physical calm with which on the Eastern front he lay on 
the operation table while they amputated his leg. He 
even observed with some humor, laughing heartily while 
saying it, that he hasn’t taken any walks for twenty-five 
years such as he makes every day in the house of con- 
templation, and that in his freedom he never enjoyed such 
a well arranged time for study as he now has in prison. 

I mention this today so as to put an end to senseless 
rumors. The rumor that he was brought to Coblenz and 
other rumors have not been instigated by the golden heart 
of the people of Munich but by brazen tongues. After 
my visit to Stadelheim, I wrote to Father Rupert Mayer’s 
eighty-three-year-old mother to reassure her. 

Catholic men, besides the personal there is also a super- 
personal significance in the arrest of Father Rupert Mayer. 
This arrest is a sign that the Kulturkampf for the annihi- 
lation of the Catholic Church in Germany has entered a 
new phase. The decision is at hand. The Son of Man 
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has taken His flail in hand to winnow the wheat from the 
chaff. The fiery beacons flame and one of these fiery 
beacons is the arrest of our Munich laymen’s apostle. 

In the great speech at Fiirstenfeldbruck, the arrest 
of Father Rupert Mayer was associated with the entire 
ecclesiastical political situation of today. It was said 
there: “I am grieved to note that there is still a force and 
a power which exerts a disturbing influence in our popular 
life. This power is the churches.” Do we hear aright? 
This power is not the Free Masons, not the Communists, 
not the Bolshevists. This last power inimical to the State 
which must still be struck down is the churches. These 
are “the only ones” which do not fit into the social com- 
munity. Like a fiery signal beacon this word has told us 
where we stand. Not long hence Bolshevism was called 
public enemy number one. Do we hear anything more 
today about this public enemy? At least, now we have 
some light on the subject. 

Without going into all details of the speech at Fiirsten- 
feldbruck I am making only these short observations, since 
I myself was challenged in that speech. There was talk 
there of the contributions of the State to the Church and 
of the salaries of the Bishops. We often heard of that in 
the Marxian papers and in the Communist press. The 
only thing lacking was that this speech gave no exact 
indication of the salaries of the Ministers and the sums 
at their disposition. We need have no doubt that the 
question which was raised there—the question of salaries 
and expenditures—will be carried on further in wide popu- 
lar circles and especially workingmen’s circles. In this 
speech, which was planned to inflame the people against 
the Church, we fail to find anything said about the fact 
that these contributions of the Bavarian State to the 
Catholic Church and the salaries of the Bishop in accord- 
ance with the Concordat are only a part payment of that 
which the Bavarian State in the process of secularization 
took away. 

If the Bavarian State were to give back to the Church 
the grounds and buildings and woodlands of which it robbed 
the Church through the process of secularization, we should 
gladly renounce all State contributions and all salaries. 
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The speech at Fiirstenfeldbruck made a pious reference 
to the equality of mankind before God and before the law. 
Is there any. man who will claim that the principle of 
equality is observed today in public judicial procedures 
concerning the misdemeanors of spiritual personages as 
compared with members of the Party, that the rebuttal of 
attacks against Christian confessions will receive the same 
publicity as the attacks themselves? 

My dear Catholic men, the fiery beacon flames. Week 
after week the vilest insults and calumnies appear in 
writing and in pictured form in German newspapers and 
periodicals attacking the Catholic Bishops, the dogmas 
and institutions of the Church, without our having the 
least possibility of stigmatizing falsehood as falsehood 
through the radio, the correspondence bureau, or even by 
means of the religious press. We are bound in conscience 
to respect the authority of the State, yet we are forced to 
experience the quiet indifference of this same authority 
when week after week it shows its contempt for the authority 
of the Church and treads it in the mire. There are speeches 
and articles which are practically, as far as their psycho- 
logical effect, a challenge to a bloody extermination of the 
Roman “enemies of the people” and “enemies of the 
State.” One paper went so far as to charge the Bishops 
one and all with high treason. The Corpus Christi pro- 
cession, this public and purely religious profession of the 
most tenderly intimate mystery of our Faith, is represented 
as a demonstration of enmity to the State. The Durch- 
bruch published in Munich this year inflammatory articles 
concerning the holding of the Corpus Christi procession 
and in proof it reproduced two pictures which originated 
at an earlier time and were mendaciously published as 
photographs of the Corpus Christi procession this year. 

Yesterday, I received a letter from Holland in distorted 
handwriting in which the boundary and postal police called 
my attention to a collaboration between Catholicism and 
Jewish Bolshevism and a conspiracy with Catholic sedi- 
tious murderers. ‘We received with great interest,” says 
this disgraceful letter, “the oral report of Father Egidius. 
. .. We will inform you by letter concerning the next steps 
to be taken by the Jewish-German Union. The poison 
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which you desire, which if used in small doses brings, at 
the very least, insanity, we will have no trouble in getting 
for you from India. However, we are unanimous in advis- 
ing you, not to make use of the poison. We can get rid of 
in Berlin as it is. . . . Moreover, a resolute man 
has placed himself at our service who cares no longer for 
anything in this vale of tears. Our common plan will and 
must succeed.” It is signed with an awkwardly drawn 
Soviet star. The counterfeit stares out of every line and 
yet there are people living among us who hold such crim- 
inal insanity to be possible. 

For this reason I call the arrest of Father Rupert 
Mayer a fiery beacon of the time. When he was forbidden 
to speak in assemblages outside the church he obeyed this 
prohibition. I state this explicitly: he spoke no more in 
non-religious assemblages. But when he was forbidden 
to preach in church he could not in conscience obey this 
command. There is a time to keep silence and a time to 
speak. One must obey God rather than man. 

In Government circles there was great indignation that 
the arrest of Father Rupert Mayer was announced in foreign 
newspapers and that my letter to the Church Ministry was 
mentioned there. As a matter of principle I give no infor- 
mation to foreign periodicals and only just recently I 
refused to answer a telephone inquiry from London, and 
other such attempts. Nevertheless, I cannot suppress my 
great astonishment when I hear that there is more indigna- 
tion over foreign announcements of undeniable facts than 
there is over the facts themselves, in our instance, over 
the arrest of Father Rupert Mayer. The Gospel calls 
this straining at gnats and swallowing camels. The news 
about Father Rupert Mayer could not have been given to 
any foreign country by the ecclesiastical authorities of 
Munich since it contains incorrect features which every 
citizen of Munich must recognize as incorrect, such as the 
announcement of the Strasbourg radio that Father Mayer 
was released from imprisonment. The imprisonment on 
June 5 was discussed in lively manner in Munich. The 
diocesan authorities announced from the pulpits of Munich 
that everything was being done from the ecclesiastical side 
to obtain the freedom of Father Rupert Mayer, and that 
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I had sent a letter to the Government of the Reich. The 
diocesan authorities made this announcement in order to 
restrain the embittered people from demonstrations on the 
street and from taking reckless steps. The correspondent 
of the foreign papers in Munich would have to be blind 
and deaf if he had heard nothing of all these things. 

Catholic men, in this sanguinary and serious situation 
we must deeply grasp the mystery of the Cross. There is 
a law and a mystery in the: Kingdom of God: the Church 
at all times must bear the marks of the Wounds of her 
Divine Master, and it is precisely from these Wounds that 
she is recognized as the Mystical Body of the Lord, as 
the true Church of Christ. We should not be mistaken in 
this Church, if we see our Mother the Church bearing in 
company with her Divine Founder the robe of mockery, 
the crown of thorns and the Cross, and if we also are 
obliged to make personal sacrifices for our Faith. 


When the signal fires flame, 
When the hour calls for men, 
Then they grow only on the Cross. 


The hour of decision is come. The question is placed 
to each single person: Are you Gottgliubig or do you 
profess Christ and His Church? In this new form of 
religious census, Gottglaubig no longer has the earlier mean- 
ing of the first article of the Creed. Gottgliubig means 
today: I believe only in God just as the Turks and Hot- 
tentots believe in God (Gottgliubig). I renounce Christ 
and His Church. Whoever designates himself as Gott- 
glaubig has thereby betrayed Christ and declared his apos- 
tasy from the Catholic Church. 

The hour of decision has come. So that if the individual 
is asked: “Are you Gottglaubig or what are you?” then 
the time has come to speak and to make one’s profession 
without ifs and buts, without hesitation and compromise. 
Then every Catholic is obliged to declare boldly and even 
in writing if it is demanded: “I am a Catholic, I not only 
believe in God, I believe in Christ and my Church!” 































General Franco Rescues New 
Spain 


NENA BELMONTE 





General Franco’s personal explanation of how the Insurgent Move- 
ment came about, as given to Nena Belmonte, Spanish 
newspaper woman, Reprinted from America, 
issue of October 2, 1937. 


PRIL 14, 1931, the Spanish Monarchy fell. The 
Spanish Republic came into existence. Among its 

leaders were men from all different classes, Republicans, 
renegade Royalists, Socialists, Communists. Many were 
intent upon their personal welfare rather than upon the 
welfare of Spain. In addition, the Spanish Republic did 
not find itself free of obligations. For the most part the 
leaders were Free Masons. Before their duty to their 
country came their obligations to the Grand Orient. 

In the army, we realized this state of affairs; but it 
was not up to the army to rule the country. It was our 
duty to defend Spain, regardless of personal feelings toward 
one form of regime or another. The leaders of the Republic, 
however, did not trust us. 

The two years of Socialist rule under Azafia’s Presi- 
dency became a period of persecution for the army. We 
were reduced, destroyed and humiliated by the actions of 
this Government. Yet we stayed loyal and firm at our 
posts. Marxism became more and more powerful in Spain, 
aided largely by the Government itself. Spain moved 
quickly toward final disaster. There was a short period 
of rest during the Government of the Rightist forces under 
Lerroux and Gil Robles. Gil Robles, then Minister of 
War, called Generals Fanjul, Goded and myself, together 
with other high military powers, and ordered us to reor- 
ganize the Spanish Army, which as always remained the 
vital symbol of the nation’s international defense. We 
got down to work as quickly as we could. But the disso- 
lution of Parliament, causing the fall of the Rightest Gov- 
ernment abruptly ended our efforts. 
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People feared a coup d’état by the army. The army, 
however, was not willing to strike against the President 
of the Republic, Alcala Zamora, who was actually the man 
principally responsible for the critical political situation 
Spain was facing at the moment. I say he was the most 
responsible, because, since the Communist revolt of Asturias 
in 1934, it was he who had been spoiling the efforts of 
men, who had tried to save the mother country under the 
Republican regime in a genuinely legal and patriotic man- 
ner. Alcala Zamora definitely refused to allow punishment 
of the leaders of that revolt, and he commuted the death 
sentences given by the Tribunals in charge of that affair. 
This attitude of Alcala Zamora should not be surprising 
if we stop to consider that there had long since existed 
secret pacts (of which the Grand Orient was well aware) 
between himself and several of the leaders of that revolu- 
tionary movement and these pacts had a definitely Com- 
munist complexion. 

Then we lived in constant turmoil and anguish until 
the elections of February 16, 1936. The unexpected victory 
in the Cortes of the Popular Front once more gave Azafia 
the reins of power. And Alcala Zamora was deprived of 
the Presidency of the Republic by those same leaders of 
the Asturias revolution whom he had previously tried to 
protect. At the time I was Chief of the General Staff. 
Shortly after, the new Government gave me a skylight pro- 
motion, sending me to the Canary Islands. True, I was 
the highest military Commander there, but they felt the 
Islands were far enough to prevent my ever trying to 
interfere with their actions. For a while I hesitated. I 
did not really know whether or not I should accept that 
new post. Finally I went. It was my duty to Spain to go 
wherever I was sent, and Spain came before anything else. 

My post at the Canary Islands did not prove as easy 
as I had expected. Communism had taken deep root 
there. On May 1, Labor Day in Spain, I received informa- 
tien that the English Consulate was to be attacked and 
burned, “to celebrate the festivity of the day.” I made 
up my mind that such a thing should not happen as long 
as I was the Commander in the Islands. I provided the 
Consulate with armed protection. Immediately the Civil 
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Governor got in touch with me, saying my action was 
a provocation to the masses. I replied that I would rather 
provoke them than have to wait until the damage was 
done; and that the source from which I had received my 
information deserved all my confidence. He then threat- 
ened to get in touch with the Government in Madrid. I 
told him to go ahead. Shortly afterwards I received a 
phone call from the Minister of War. He wanted to know 
why I had mobilized the soldiers at my command. I 
explained the situation, and after much arguing, succeeded 
in keeping things as I had arranged them. 

I knew that the final disaster would not be long in 
coming. I had carefully studied the Russian problem, and 
I was familiar with the lies of the Soviet rule and with the 
slavery it actually means for the laboring classes. The 
fact that men of science and courage had let themselves 
be won by those nefarious anti-nationalist ideas worried 
me deeply. I had learned with horror that a “League of 
Friends of Russia” had been established in Madrid, and 
that among its members it counted Doctor Gregorio 
Marafion. I could not understand how a man of his worth 
could have been attracted to it. The “League of Friends of 
Russia” had as its principal aim that of attracting to the 
Soviet cause the greatest scientific, literary and artistic 
authorities of the different countries. 

Many people have asked themselves why the army did 
not strike at once, since it saw so clearly the disaster that 
the triumph of the Popular Front meant for Spain. The 
answer is quite simple. There was no army fully organ- 
ized. I was forced to give up that reorganization almost 
at the very outset. I was not in a position to count on 
the army as much as I needed for an enterprise of such 
tremendous responsibility. The army contained a number 
of suspicious elements. Some were definite supporters of 
the Popular Front, since their careers had been furthered 
by the Leftist Governments, especially those presided over 
by Azafia. Others were bound by secret understandings 
with the Grand Orient. It is a fact today that most of the 
officers with the Marxist forces are Free Masons. This 
fact has been proved by at least two different documents; 
one published in the Madrid newspapers, entitled: ‘“Ma- 
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sonry affirms its activity”; and the other found by the 


Pc 
Falangistas in Toledo at the “Grand Regional Lodge of ar 
the Center of Spain” (Gran Logia Regional del Centro de 
Espana). In these documents the “brother Masons who we 
are commanding troops of militias,’ as the sadly famous se 
Lieutenant-Colonel Mangada, are described as “liber- de 
ators.” st 
In my opinion, Free Masonry, with all its interna- R 
tional influence, is the organization principally responsible le 
for the political ruin of Spain, as well as for the murder ay 
of Calvo Sotelo, which was executed in accordance with b 


orders received from the General Secretary of Free Ma- 
sonry in Geneva. These orders were brought to Spain by 
the then Minister of the Interior, Sefor Barcia. 

The execution of Calvo Sotelo at the hands of Assault 
Guards in full uniform marked the beginning of a series 
of murders that were to be committed before the proclama- 
tion of a Soviet State in Spain. We knew that, too. Then 
we realized there was no time to lose if Spain were to be 
saved, at all. 

On July 18, 1936, the army raised the flag of Nation- 
alism in Morocco. At once I left by plane to join them. 
Captain Bolin had brought a plane for me. No one in 
the Islands knew my destination. In Morocco I placed 
myself at the head of my men and began the war of 
liberation. 

At the beginning it was not an easy task. There was 
no time fully to reorganize the army, and the pending 
immediate proclamation of the Soviet State had forced us 
to strike ahead of time. We could not allow the Soviets 
to make their move ahead of ours. 

Soon I realized that the Spanish Nationalists were 
forced to fight not only the Marxist Spaniards but also the 
foreign powers which favored Communism. Russia imme- 

_ diately came to the help of the Popular Front both with 
men and war material. And yet, most of the foreign 
“volunteers” were not actually Russian. In fact, Russia 
fomented and nursed this war, patronizing it with its own 
international political interest; but she gave the least direct 
help in men, money and material. The majority of the 

“volunteers,” erirolled by the U.S.S.R. in the name of the 


ae ee. oe eS a 





a a oe ee a Or! 

















FRANCO RESCUES NEW SPAIN 409 








Popular Front, were French, Belgians, Czechs, Germans 
and anti-Fascist Italians. 

The word “volunteer” hardly describes them. They 
were enlisted at high prices principally in Bordeaux, Mar- 
seilles and along the French-Catalonian frontier. We have 
documents in our hands definitely proving this statement, 
such as letters we found among the papers belonging to 
Reds we had captured or on corpses we had buried. These 
letters, addressed to France, contained bitter complaints 
against “those who have fooled us, sending us to a cruel, 
bloody war which we have to fight under terrible threats, 
sacrificing our honor and life without glory.” Most of 
these letters were written by Frenchmen to their families 
in France. 

As for war material the majority is Russian; but there 
is also some from France, Czechoslovakia and Belgium. 
Many of the airplanes have an English type of motor, or 
were manufactured in Russia by English technicians. The 
majority of the planes, however, are French, some belong- 
ing to the French Army, models which as yet have not 
been used in France, and which were imported by the Reds 
with the permission of the Minister of the Air, Pierre Cot. 

Thanks to the money of the Bank of Spain millions of 
gold pesetas were stolen and transferred to foreign coun- 
tries, most of which were deposited in the Bank of France 
and its branches, any number of fraudulent arms deals were 
transacted. For instance, we captured a boat carrying war 
material to Valencia. We took this material to Seville, 
and there we discovered that all of it was obsolete and 
perfectly worthless. Yet, it had been paid for by the 
Valencia Government at an exorbitant price with the money 
stolen from the Bank of Spain. 

We have been fighting a cruel war. Victory has been 
ours all along. I cannot help feeling gratified at the 
present outlook. Once more, Spain in saving herself is 
saving a whole civilization. Our war is actually nothing 
but the world’s battle between Communism and anti- 
Communism. In short, right on our Spanish soil we are 
solving the problem which, without our Nationalist Move- 
ment, would undoubtedly have meant the end of Europe. 
It has often been asked in foreign countries what help is 
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being given us by Italy, Germany and Portugal? The 
answer is simple: the help we have received from these 
nations has been moral, the kind of moral support which 
gives us confidence. Not one inch of Spanish land has 
been given or is promised to anyone. Not one piece of 
armament has been received by our forces as “a gift” or 
“contribution.” Everything we have acquired since the 
beginning of the war has been fully paid for, and paid only 
with Spanish money belonging to Spaniards. We have 
obtained no loans from foreign countries—although we 
have had a number of offers, from nations both on this 
and the other side of the Ocean. We have invariably 
refused them. Nationalist Spain, is paying for this war of 
liberation herself from the money saved by the sacrifices 
of true Spaniards. 

Naturally, in the future, when Spain is once more free 
and independent, our international relations will undoubt- 
edly look with favor on nations which have openly sup- 
ported our patriotic movement rather than on those who 
have openly opposed us, or chosen to keep an indifferent 
attitude waiting for the outcome of the war. To me it 
seems a little strange that countries such as England and 
the United States, for instance, should still believe enough 
in the Valencia Government to maintain diplomatic rela- 
tions with them. But then, they may have secret reasons 
unknown to us, which would amply justify that attitude. 
We shall not harbor any grudge because of their lack of 
faith in our movement. After all, we are fighting for Spain, 
and it is Spain’s opinion and welfare about which primarily 
we must think. 

The Spain of the past is ended. There will be no more 
privileges because of birth and economic position. And 
this, too, gives me a chance to clear up another point widely 
discussed in foreign countries. Men, who like Juan March, 
have supported our Nationalist Movement financially, have 
received nothing in return for that help. Neither will they 
receive anything in the future. They have done so of 
their own free will, as have so many thousands of other 
Spaniards. Everyone has given to the cause according to 
his means, and given freely and voluntarily. They are 
all Spaniards who love Spain, and the reward they expect 
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for their investment is a greater, better and happier Spain. 
Foreign nations should realize that at last Spanish patriot- 
ism has fully awakened; that at last Spaniards are thinking 
only of Spain and its welfare; that personal gains and 
advantages have been discarded; and that today the aim 
of all and everyone of the Spanish people, noble or plebian, 
rich or poor, old or young, is the final victory of Spain 
over the Soviet influence that has tried to destroy her. 

Soon Madrid will be a Nationalist town. And shortly 
afterwards the whole of Spain. Then will come the end 
of the fighting and will begin the period of forgiveness. 
We shall clean up the country of all the poison that has 
sickened her for so many years; we shall end the pretense 
at democracy that gave ample field for so many political 
intrigues. Spain will become a corporative state where 
law and order and the rights of men will be fully guaran- 
teed and protected. 

I did not start this movement because I was politically 
ambitious. Politics have never interested me. To become 
the supreme power of my native country is far from my 
thoughts. I am a soldier, and as such, I, with my com- 
rades have raised the flag of Nationalism. Spain was in 
the hands of anarchy: anarchy in Parliament; anarchy in 
business; anarchy in the streets. Someone had to move 
and save her from the final disaster, and in saving her 
save the whole. of western civilization. That is what 
prompted the Nationalist Movement—the absolute, certain 
belief that unless-something were done, Spain was finished 
forever. What did I expect to achieve from it, from this 
unavoidable bloodshed? The salvation of Spain. That 
is all. 

What the future shall be, I cannot as yet say. It will 
be left to the Spanish people to decide. We shall maintain 
a military dictatorship, guaranteeing law and order for as 
long a period as the country needs to regain confidence in 
itself, and to decide which form of regime it wishes to be 
ruled by. Whether it will be a monarchy or a republic, I 
cannot possibly say, because I shall have nothing to say 
about it. It will be Spain’s privilege and duty to speak 
and decide. And whatever she decides we shall accept. 

Our fight has been hard and bitter. Nationalist Span- 











412 FRANCO RESCUES NEW SPAIN 





iards have had to face not only their brothers poisoned by 
the Communist ideal, but foreign forces as well. The non- 
intervention pact proposed by the French Government was 
nothing but a lie; no one was ignorant of the attitude of 
Blum’s Government toward the Barcelona and Valencia 
Marxists. And no one was ignorant either, of the definitely 
proved agreement between the French and Spanish Free- 
Masonry. Moreover, in this case, the “non-intervention” 
idea was merely a maneuver of certain countries interested 
in spreading revolution and Communism under the cloak 
of democracy. 

As far as we are concerned we will not accept any inter- 
vention, definitely refusing to talk or establish agreements 
with those whose international action tends to the ruin 
of Spain. We live the war just as it was started, wtih our 
deep patriotic faith, without changes or deviations. We 
want Spain one and undivided, under the rule of a new, 
strong State, a State which will watch social justice so 
closely that there will not be a single Spanish home without 
a hearth, and not a single Spanish laborer without his 
bread. We fight for a Spain worthy of its history, for a 
Spain truly Christian, a Spain which will be respected by 
foreign nations. 

This end is now quite near. And the day when I shall 
see our flag, the flag of the new Spain, gloriously waving 
over all Spanish territory, I shall consider my efforts fully 
rewarded, and my goal finally attained. Spain will have 
been saved, and in saving herself she will have written 
one more glorious page in her glorious history by saving 
the whole of Europe as well from the threat and danger 
of Communism. 

The battlefields of our country, soaked in the blood of 
our brothers, will be remembered in the years to come as 
the battlefields where the fate of a whole continent and 
of a whole civilization, was decided. 





